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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR.NATO.UR 

SUBJECT: FURTHER SOVIET MEDIA CRITICISM OF NATO MANEUVERS 

REFS: (A) MOSCOW 11845 (B) MOSCOW 13506 AND PREVIOUS 

1. IZVESTIYA POLITICAL COMMENTATOR YU. GOLOSHUBOV ON 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 MOSCOW 13586 231610Z 

SEPTEMBER 22 CONTINUES SOVIET MEDIA CRITICISM OF NATO 
MILITARY MANEUVERS IN WESTERN EUROPE. GOLOSHUBOV 
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REPEATS THE STANDARD ARGUMENTS AGAINST BARFROST-75, 

DEEP EXPRESS-75, AND GROSSE ROCHADE ALREADY REPORTED 
REF B. HE GOES FURTHER THAN MOST COMMENTATORS HAVE 
DONE, HOWEVER, IN MAKING EXPLICIT HIS CONTENTION 
THAT PRIOR NOTIFICATION OF SUCH MANEUVERS UNDER 
PROVISIONS OF THE CSCE FINAL ACT DOES NOTHING TO ALTER 
FACT THAT SUCH MANEUVERS CONTINUE TO BE CONTRARY TO THE 
SPIRIT OF THE CONFERENCE ITSELF. 

2. GOLOSHUBOV SAYS THAT "TRUE, THERE ARE SUCH DEFENDERS 
OF MILITARY PREPARATIONS IN THE WEST WHO ATTEMPT TO 
PROVE THE 'COMPLETE COMPATIBILITY' (OF THESE MANEUVERS) 

WITH THE DECISIONS TAKEN IN HELSINKI. IN SO DOING THEY 
ALLEGE THAT NOTIFIECATION OF THE EXERCISES WAS MADE IN 
ADVANCE, AND THAT THAT CORRESPONDS TO A CERTAIN 
PROVISION OF THE FINAL ACT OF CSCE. BUT THIS IGNORES 

A MAIN POINT — THAT IS, THE GENERAL SPIRIT OF THIS 
MOST IMPORTANT MEETING, WHICH HAS BEEN RECEIVED THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD FIRST OF ALL AS AN IMPORTANT TURNING POINT 
ON THE PATH TO STRENGTHENING DETENTE, AS THE BEGINNING 
OF A NEW STAGE IN THE PEACEFUL LIFE OF THE PEOPLES OF 
EUROPE. ...ONE MUST ADMIT THAT THE PRESENT MILITARY 
DEMONSTRATION BY NATO IN MANY AREAS OF WESTERN EUROPE 
DO NOT ANSWER THE INTERESTS OF STRENGTHENING PEACE AND 
SECURITY ON THE CONTINENT." 

3. COMMENT: THIS CURRENT CAMPAIGN APPARENTLY AIMED AT 
DOWNPLAYING MANEUVER NOTIFIECATIONS CONTRASTS WITH 
SOME EARLIER AUTHORITATIVE COMMENTARY (A MEMBER OF THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT) (REF A) 

WHICH SEEMED TO EMBRACE THE CONCEPT OF ADVANCE 
NOTIFICATION. THE CONTRAST MAY REFLECT GENERAL SOVIET 
DEFENSIVENESS OVER WESTERN SEIZURE OF THE INITIATIVE 

ON CSCE IMPLEMENTATION RE CBM'S AS WELL AS BASKET III 
ISSUES. IT MAY ALSO REFLECT A DESIRE - IN CONSERVATIVE 
MILITARY AND POLITICAL CIRCLES - TO AVOID THE RECIPROCAL 
OBLIGATIONS WHICH WOULD BE IMPLICIT IN A FAVORABLE 
RESPONSE TO UNEXPECTEDLY DETAILED VOLUNTARY WESTERN 
CBM NOTIFICATION. WE LEAN TOWARD THE LATTER 
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INTERPRETATION, BUT WILL CONTINUE TO WATCH FOR INDICATIONS 
OF OTHER MOTIVES. MEANWHILE, WE WOULD APPRECIATE 
RECEIVING REPORTS ON SOVIET AND WP MANEUVERS AS THEY 
BECOME AVAILABLE. 
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